
State Route 343 Complete Streets & ITS 
Traffic Signal Coordination Project

Morristown, TN









What is the Transportation Planning Grant?

Launched in 2015, the Transportation Planning Grant 
program provides resources that assist Tennessee 
communities in developing transportation plans for 
preparation of future transportation system, land use, 
and growth management issues.

City of Harriman Bike/Ped Plan, 2021



What plans are eligible?

• The transportation planning world is your oyster!

• We’ve typically funded plans such as:
• Corridor Studies

• Bicycle & Pedestrian Plans

• Complete Streets Plans

• Transportation Systems Management & Operations 
(TSMO) Studies

• Community Mobility Plans

• Resurfacing and Striping Plans

• We welcome any creativity and innovative ideas

• If you have questions on potential eligibility, reach 
out to your OCT staff and RPO/MPO staff

Town of Greeneville TSMO Study, 2019



Who does what throughout the planning process?

City/County Consultants TDOT Staff

Approve Scope of Work Complete Scope of Work
Set up the contract with 

consultants

Recommend Stakeholders Organize Meetings
Review Scope of Work & issue 

Notice to Proceed

Participate in meetings Collect Data Oversee the planning process

Assist in getting the word out 
about Public Outreach

Conduct Public Outreach & 
analyze Public Survey data

Collect, review, & approve 
invoices for payment

Review draft plan & submit 
feedback

Draft a final plan
Review draft plan & submit 

feedback

Sign a resolution adopting 
the plan once complete

Submit a final plan
Ensure that plan meets local & 

TDOT expectations*

*All work requires approval of the local jurisdiction



What do communities do with completed plans?



Transportation Funding Database

• Search For TDOT OCT – At bottom of 
page 



CDM Smith 

Traffic Signalization and complete streets plan
Morristown, TN
TSITE Summer Meeting

July 26, 2023



CDM Smith Team 
• Melody Butler

• John Gould

• Chris Kirby

• Allyson Boyd

• Liza Joffrion

• Jeff Mize

Fairpointe Planning:
• Tanisha Hall

• Veronica Carter



Scope and Schedule 



Project Purpose

Traffic Signal Coordination

• Lincoln Avenue to N 

Liberty Hill Road

• 13 signalized intersections

• Update signal equipment 

and coordinate 

throughout corridor

• Upgrade to meet ADA 

standards

Complete Streets



Cumberland Street/Buffalo Trail (SR 343) Signals



Crash Data 



Turning Movements 



   
        
     

         
       

   
        
     

         
       

                                          

                    

                     
                    

                    

                    

                     

                    

                    

                  

                     
                    

                    

                  

                    

                  
                    

                  

                    

                    
                    

                   
                    

                   

                  

                    

                     
                    

                    

                    

                     

                    

                    

                    

                     
                     

                     

                  

                   

                  
                  

                  

                   
                  

                  

                    

                     

                    
                    

                                            
      

                                                

                                      

                              

                                   

                

                                    
                

                                            

                                     
                   

                                                

                                         

                                       

                                                   

              

                                     

                

                           
                  

                 
    

                 

Existing Level of Service



CUMBERLAND STREET (SR 
343) &

MAIN STREET
SIGNAL CONCEPT

NOT TO SCALE

Proposed Improvements



Proposed Level of Service



Project Purpose

Traffic Signal Coordination

Complete Streets

• US Hwy 11E/E/W Morris 

Boulevard to SR 160

• Improve safety

• More pedestrian and bicycle 

friendly

• Enhance aesthetics

• Improvements to various 

intersections

• Road diet



Public Survey Results

Where do you want to see changes?



Public Survey Results



Public Survey Results



Public Survey Results



Proposed Cross-Section



Proposed Plan

Signal Mast Arms & 

Pedestrian Upgrades 

Recommended from 

ITS/Signal Study

Signal Mast Arms & 

Pedestrian Upgrades 

Recommended from 

ITS/Signal Study



Proposed Plan

Signal Mast Arms & 

Pedestrian Upgrades 

Recommended from 

ITS/Signal Study

Signal Mast Arms & 

Pedestrian Upgrades 

Recommended from 

ITS/Signal Study
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RAISE Grant Appliaction 

• Total distance of project is about 3.70 miles in length

• Within US Census Tracts 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004
• Census Tracts 1001, 1003, and 1004 are Areas of Persistent Poverty

• Census Tracts 1001, 1002, 1003, and 1004 are listed as Historically Disadvantaged 
Communities

• Census Tract 1003 is listed as an Opportunity Zone

Total Grant Project is $23,430,325.32. (100% RAISE Funds)

• This is a RURAL project, by RAISE grant guidelines



Portion applied for

• Distance of approximately 1.60 miles in length

• From US Hwy 11E/ SR34/ E-W Morris Blvd to SR160

• Predominately a 4-lane highway, to be turned into a 3-lane highway with a 10-
foot multi-use path and a sidewalk on the other side of roadway

• Currently, approximately 1 mile of this roadway does not have any sidewalks

• By reducing the  number of lanes from 4 to 3 will make it consistent with the 
other sections of SR343 in town



Area Map and High Minority Areas



Current and What Could Be



Grant Process

• When a DOT Discretionary Grant comes out, make sure you read and answer 
EVERYTHING within the NOFO (Notice of Funding Opportunity)

• Grant is Very DATA DRIVEN
• May be able to get “Bonus Points”, if you qualify

• Areas of Persistent Poverty

• Historically Disadvantaged Communities

• Opportunity Zones

• Support Letters from local governing agencies, state officials, state and federal representatives/ 
congressmen, other interest groups

• Applications are submitted through grants.gov



Where do we go from here

• Received RAISE Grant award in August 2022

• Since project is along a state route, was able to get TDOT to handle the project

• Working with TDOT and FHWA to finalize the US DOT Agreement” for the 
Project

• TDOT has requested for Advanced Construction for the PE phases

• Anticipate the Construction phase to start Spring 2026.



Questions 

Troy J Ebbert

 Planning Supervisor, Region 1

Troy.J.Ebbert@tn.gov 

Michelle Christian

Planning Specialist Advanced | Region 1

Michelle.A.Christian@tn.gov 

 

Chris Kirby, PE, PMP 

Principal - CDM Smith

kirbync@cdmsmith.com  

Melody Butler, PE, AICP 
Transportation Engineer – CDM Smith

butlermn@cdmsmith.com 

Richard DesGroseilliers, GISP, MTPO 
Coordinator

richd@mymorristown.com

mailto:Troy.J.Ebbert@tn.gov
mailto:Michelle.A.Christian@tn.gov
mailto:kirbync@cdmsmith.com
mailto:butlermn@cdmsmith.com
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