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1.A. OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS ï TSITE continued to maintain a full roster 

of the following Section officers and committee chairs in 2015: 
 

2015 TSITE EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS 

PresidentΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧMike Conger,P.E. 

Vice PresidentΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ.randon Baxter, P.E., PTOE 

Secretary/TreasurerΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧKevin Comstock 

Past PresidentΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦJohn Hunter, P.E. 

Section Representative (2014-15)ΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦAmy Burch, P.E. 

Section Representative (2014-15)ΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦBrad Waldschmidt, P.E. 

Section Representative (2015-16)ΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ  Jonathan Cleghon, P.E. 

Affiliate DirectorΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧTim Britt 
 

2015 TSITE COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

AuditΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ.ΧΧΧΦΧΧΧChris Kirby, P.E. 

AwardsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ John Hunter, P.E. 

Career DevelopmentΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧBrian Haas, P.E. 

LegislativeΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦ Brad Waldschmidt, P.E. 

NominationsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ WƻƘƴ IǳƴǘŜǊΣ tΦ9Φ 

ScholarshipΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦ John Hunter, P.E. 

TechnicalΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦ  Luke Dixon, P.E., PTOE 

Section RelationsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ.ΧΧΧΧΧΧKevin Comstock (Chair) 

           Greg Dotson, P.E. (Membership) 

                      Luke Dixon, P.E. (Website)  

SECTION 1: INVOLVEMENT OF SECTION MEMBERS 
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SECTION 1.A. (CONTINUED)  

2015 TSITE STUDENT CHAPTER LIAISONS 

Tennessee State University.ΧΧΧΧ.ΧΧΧΦΧΧΧLuke Dixon, P.E., PTOE 

Tennessee Tech UniverǎƛǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ Brian Haas, P.E. 

University of Memphis..ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧRick Gafford, P.E. 

University of TennesseeΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦ Brian Haas, P.E. 

VŀƴŘŜǊōƛƭǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ Luke Dixon, P.E., PTOE 

 

2015 TSITE LOCAL CHAPTER MEETING COORDINATORS 

Chattanooga AreaΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ.ΧΧΧΦΧΧΧKaren Anderson, P.E. 

KƴƻȄǾƛƭƭŜ !ǊŜŀΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ Cindy Pionke, P.E. 

Memphis AreaΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧGreg Dotson, P.E. 

Nashville AreaΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦ Brad Waldschmidt, P.E. 

Tri-/ƛǘƛŜǎ !ǊŜŀΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ Jason Carder, P.E. 

 

2015 TSITE SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

TSITE 50th !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΧΧΧSteve Bryan, P.E. 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴκ±ƛǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ..Cindy Pionke, P.E. 
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1.B. MEMBERSHIP ï TSITE continues to exceed 300 total members as broken out in 

the categories as shown in the table below. Over 99% of the TSITE members are also 
members at the International ITE level. TSITE is currently working on modifications to 
its Local Affiliate membership structure in order to better clarify the affiliate member 
application process. The TSITE Board will be reviewing its Bylaws over the next year 
and evaluating the need for a possible Bylaws revision to address this. 

2015 TSITE Membership Totals 

Membership Grade 
Membership Section Annual 

Dues TSITE LƴǘΩƭ L¢9 

TSITE Member Grade 
Fellow 12 12 $25 

Fellow Life 22 22 $0 

Fellow Retired 2 2 $0 

Member 204 204 $25 

Member Life 17 17 $0 

Institute Affiliate 5 5 $25 

TSITE Affiliate Grade 

Local Area Affiliate 2  $25 

TSITE Student Grade 

Student Member 43 43 $0 

TSITE Membership Grand Totals 

Total w/o students 264 262  

Total w/ students 307 305  

     

The current breakdown of membership by occupational sector is shown in the chart 
below indicating a good balance between public and private sector membership: 
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1.C. MEMBER AWARDS ï TSITE recognizes the contributions of its members each 

year through the following awards.  These awards were presented by TSITE 
Immediate Past President John Hunter (on left in below pictures) at a special Awards 
Banquet held at the Summer Annual meeting in Gatlinburg, TN in July 2015. 
 

EDWARD E. WATT VOLUNTEER 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

Purpose of Award: Presented to an 
individual who, over a period of years, 
has contributed outstandingly to the 
advancement of the transportation 
profession both at the Tennessee 
Section and at Southern District levels. 

 
wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ bŀƳŜΥ Jeff Hammond, P.E. 
RPM Transportation Consultants 

 

TENNESSEE OUTSTANDING 

INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AWARD 

Purpose of Award: Presented to an 
individual who, over the previous year, 
has contributed significantly to the 
advancement of the transportation 
profession and at both the Tennessee 
Section and Southern District) levels.  wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ bŀƳŜΥ Chris Rhodes, P.E. 

Kimley-Horn Associates

 

JACK B. HUMPHREYS YOUNG 

MEMBER SERVICE AWARD 

Purpose of Award: Presented to an 
individual who, under 35 years of age, 
has contributed significantly to the 
advancement of the transportation 
profession and at both the Tennessee 
Section and Southern District levels.

 
wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ bŀƳŜΥ Brian Haas, P.E. 
Cannon & Cannon, Inc.



Institute of Transportation Engineers 

 Tennessee Section 
2015 Section Activities Report 

 

5 | P a g e 

 

John Van Winkle, Cindy Pionke, & Jeff Hammond 

 
 
 
TSITE manages its finances in two separate accounts: a checking account to cover 
operational costs, and a scholarship fund, managed by International ITE, where 
proceeds to and distributions of student scholarship are managed. 
 

For U.S. entities, does your district have a Federal Employer Identification Number? 
[X] Yes [ ] No        FEIN # - 33-1015132 

2015 TSITE OPERATIONAL SUMMARY 

Beginning Balance (as of January 1, 2015) $14,806.61 
 

Income Summary: 
ITE Membership Dues   $  3,367.82 
TSITE Affiliate Dues   $       50.00 
Meeting receipts    $11,017.41 
Sponsorship Income   $  4,464.80 
SDITE Reimbursement   $     731.31 
Scholarship Auction   $  6,382.00 

Total Income:     $26,013.34 
 

Expenditures Summary: 
Meeting expenditures   ($13,407.03) 
TSITE Member Awards   ($     364.28) 
TSITE Sponsored Webinars  ($  1,500.00) 
TSITE Traffic Bowl    ($       54.41) 
SDITE Traffic Bowl   ($  1,462.62) 
Website design/hosting   ($     214.95) 
Student Paper awards   ($     950.00) 
Deposits to Scholarship Fund  ($11,500.00) 
Deposit for Summer 2016 Mtg  ($     500.00) 
Misc. (printing, supplies, etc.)  ($     123.29) 

Total Expenditures:    ($30,076.58) 
 
Ending Balance (as of December 31, 2015) $11,338.89 

2015 TSITE SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUMMARY 

Beginning Balance (as of January 1, 2015) $35,361.71 
Ending Balance (as of August 31, 2015) $34,592.51 

SECTION 2: FINANCES 
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TSITE Traffic Bowl 

 

 
 

3.A. TSITE QUARTERLY MEETINGS 
 

TSITE holds four quarterly meetings each year with locations being strategically rotate 
to ensure involvement from our members in all major areas/cities of the State. It is 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¢{L¢9Ωǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ In 
addition to the continuing education and valuable PDH credit opportunities provided 
at these meetings, there are perhaps more importantly opportunities for networking 
and interaction among peers that are provided. TSITE has a strong core of dedicated 
members that travel to multiple meetings each year who are often joined by a strong 
local presence of professionals working in and near the host location. The following is 
a summary of the TSITE meetings in 2015: 
 
Winter Meeting: March 26, Memphis 
Spring Meeting: May 21, Kingsport 
Summer Meeting: July 29 - 31, Gatlinburg 
Fall Meeting: November 5, Chattanooga (joint meeting with TN Chapter APWA) 
 

 

Winter Meeting 
 

Date: March 26, 2015 
Location: Memphis (University of Memphis) 
Attendance: 49 
Member Registration Cost: $30.00 
t5IΩǎ hŦŦŜǊŜŘΥ оΦр ƘƻǳǊǎ 
 
The TSITE Winter Meeting is hosted every year 
by a TSITE Student Chapter to coincide with 

the annual TSITE Traffic Bowl competition.  In 2015, the University of Memphis 
hosted the meeting at their campus in the University Center.  Teams from two of the 
five student chapters competed for the honor of representing TSITE in the SDITE 
Traffic Bowl.  The teams competing were the University of Tennessee and the 
University of Memphis.  The team from the University of Tennessee won the 

SECTION 3: MEETING/TECHNICAL ACTIVITIES 

2015 Traffic Bowl ð UT (left) and UM (right) 
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competition, and subsequently represented TSITE at the SDITE Traffic Bowl held in 
conjunction with the 2015 SDITE Annual Meeting in Biloxi, MS where it finished in 2nd 
Place. 
 
The Winter Meeting was originally scheduled for February 19, 2015 however it had to 
be postponed not once, but twice due to forecasted and subsequent inclement 
wintry weather. The TSITE Board was forced to make difficult decisions each time as 
to whether to postpone the meeting or not based on forecasted wintry weather that 
can tend to be very unpredictable in Tennessee. Ultimately it was determined to base 
the decision to postpone both times in the interest of safety versus the potential for 
inconvenience of attendees and presenters. Despite the two postponements the 
Winter Meeting was still a success and the dedication and quality of our membership 
were shown through the flexibility and honoring of agreements to host and present. 
 

The agenda for the meeting was as follows: 
ǒ Elvis Presley Boulevard Improvements ς Drake Danley, P.E. (Kimley-Horn and 

Associates) 
ǒ Memphis MPO Congestion Management Plan Update ς Gregory Dotson, P.E. 

(Gannett Fleming, Inc) and Peter Jenkins (Memphis Urban Area MPO) 
ǒ TSITE Traffic Bowl Competition 
ǒ TSITE Business Meeting 
ǒ I-40/I-240 Interchange Improvements ς Michael Welch (TDOT) 
ǒ Southeast Regional Surface Transportation Workforce Center ς Stephanie Ivey, 

PhD (University of Memphis) 
 

 

Spring Meeting 
 

Date: May 7, 2015 
Location: Kingsport 
Attendance: 40 
Member Registration Cost: $40.00 
t5IΩǎ hŦŦŜǊŜŘΥ 3.5 
 
The TSITE Spring Meeting was held in Kingsport, 
TN, which is the exact opposite corner of the 
state from where the Winter Meeting was held in Meadowview Conference Center ð Kingsport, TN 
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Vendor Booth Area 

Scholarship presentation 

Memphis at a distance of nearly 500 miles. The meeting was at the MeadowView 
Conference Resort and Convention Center and included several informative technical 
sessions focusing on both operational and safety related topics dealing with 
transportation. 
 
 
The agenda for the meeting was 
as follows: 
ǒ Flashing Yellow Arrow Indications ς Jason Carder, P.E. (Mattern & Craig) 
ǒ Superstreet Arterial Management  (SSAM) System for Congested Corridors ς 

Stephen Meyer, MSc, P.E. (Meyer Transportation Consultants) 
ǒ Johnson City Intelligent Transportation System and Master Plan ς Mark 

Washing, P.E. (Gresham, Smith and Partners) 
ǒ TSITE Business Meeting 
ǒ Increasing Nighttime Seatbelt Usage Rates ς Shashi Nambisan, Ph.D., P.E. 

(University of Tennessee, Knoxville) 
ǒ Telford Road Safety Improvements ς Brandon Baxter, P.E., PTOE (Ragan-Smith 

Associates)  
  
 

Summer Meeting 
 

Date: July 29 - 31, 2015 
Location: Gatlinburg 
Attendance: 60 
Member Registration Cost: $120.00 
t5IΩǎ hŦŦŜǊŜŘΥ сΦр hours 
 
In addition to the annual awards banquet 
and scholarship auction, the Summer 
meeting agenda also offered technical 
presentations, social events, and the 

Executive Board meeting.   
 
The awards banquet and scholarship auction was held on the evening of July 30.  
TSITE members bring items to donate for auction, and then bid on those items.  The 

Outdoor Activities at TSITE Summer Meeting Social Event 
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Eiffel Tower (Paris, TN) 

proceeds from the auction fund our student scholarships.  The 2015 auction saw 
$4,382 raised for the scholarship fund.  In addition, the awards banquet recognizes 
student paper winners, student scholarship winners, and the best overall student 
chapter. 
 
The results of TSITE 2016 officer elections were announced at the business meeting.  
The new officers for 2016 were Greg Dotson (Secretary-Treasurer), Karen Anderson 
(Section Representative) and Ben Ledsinger (Section Representative).  

 
There were opportunities for members to engage in social events as well.  The 
meeting format from the previous year was implemented again due to the positive 
response that was received, which included a Wednesday evening family social event. 
Sponsor donations were required in order to cover the costs of the use of an outdoor 
pavilion and catering of drinks and pizza.   Several generous sponsors came through 
and made the event possible and a great success. Once again a highlight of the event 
was the outdoor fun and games for grown-ups and children alike!  Several of the 
outdoor toys that were used were subsequently placed in the scholarship auction the 
following evening! 
 
The agenda for the meeting was as follows: 

 
ǒ Understanding the Adaptive Signal Control Technology (ASCT) System 

Engineering Analysis Process ς Adam Moser (Gresham, Smith and Partners) 
ǒ The Impact of Narrow Lanes on the Safety of Arterial Roads and The Impact of 

Small Segments & Sample Sizes  on Space Mean Speed Estimation (2015 TSITE 
Student Paper Competition Winner) ς Hyeonsup Lim (University of Tennessee 
student) 

ǒ Generating Customized Driving Cycles to Support Cost-Effective Vehicle 
Choices: A more accurate Fuel Economy Estimation Using Large-Scale 
Trajectory Data (2015 TSITE Student Paper Competition Winner) ς Jun Liu 
(University of Tennessee student) 

ǒ Family Social Event 
ǒ Center Street Road Diet, Kingsport, TN ς Jason Carder (Mattern & Craig) and 

Najmeh Jami (RPM Transportation Consultants) 
ǒ Over-Dimensional Vehicle Restriction Study for US 129 in Tennessee ς Nathan 

Vatter (TDOT) 
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ǒ TSITE Committee Meetings and Vendor Exhibits 
ǒ Awards Banquet & Scholarship Auction  
ǒ Business Meeting 
ǒ Design Meets Reality - Steve Allen (TDOT) and Zane Pannell (TDOT)  

 

Fall Meeting 
 
Date: November 5, 2015 
Location: Chattanooga, Joint Meeting with TN Chapter of American Public Works 
Association (TCAPWA) 
Attendance: 36 TSITE Members/ Unknown number of TCAPWA attendees 
Member Registration Cost: $60.00 
t5IΩǎ hŦŦŜǊŜŘΥ оΦр hours 

 
The TSITE Fall Meeting was a joint meeting with the TCAPWA and held at the 
Chattanooga Convention Center. Thƛǎ ǿŀǎ ¢/!t²!Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ƴeeting and included 
several activities over a total 3 day period. TSITE provided a technical session track 
dealing with transportation matters on one day of the meeting and there were 3 
other technical tracks running concurrently involving other public works related 
topics. This marked the third consecutive year of joint meetings in the Fall for TSITE, 
with the others being ALSITE in 2013 and ITS-TN in 2014. TSITE feels it is important to 
conduct joint meetings as it provides our membership exposure to other related 
technical topics and increases networking opportunities. A joint meeting for the Fall 
of 2016 is being planned with the Tennessee Chapter of American Planning 
Association (TAPA). 
 
The agenda for the TSITE technical track was as follows: 
ǒ Gulf Shores, Ala., Adaptive Traffic Signal System ς Richard Caudle, P.E. (Skipper 

Consulting) 
ǒ Accelerated Delivery ς Whitney Sullivan, TDOT 
ǒ Creating a Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Improvement Program for Your Urban 

Area ς Jeff Hammond, P.E. (RPM Transportation Consultants) 
ǒ Transit Signal Prioritization ς Brainerd Road ς Kevin Comstock (City of 

Chattanooga) 
ǒ TSITE Business Meeting 
ǒ TSITE Officer Installation Ceremony 
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3.B. TSITE LOCAL CHAPTER MEETINGS ï TSITE also holds local chapter meetings on 

a monthly basis in the larger metropolitan areas (Nashville, Knoxville, Chattanooga & 
Memphis).  These meetings are informal and provide our membership with additional 
opportunities for networking, sharing information, and distributing news among the 
membership.  Attendance varies, but a typical local meeting will have between 4 and 
20 members in attendance. 

 
 
 

3.C. TSITE SPONSORED TRAINING ï In 2015, TSITE spent $1,500 to sponsor ITE 

webinars for our membership.  These webinars are typically held between our 
quarterly meetings, and are held at various locations across the state, in order to 
accommodate as many of our members as possible.  TSITE sponsored the following 
three ITE webinars in 2015: 
 

¶ February 10Υ άLagging Left-Turn Arrow Safety and Operationέ ōȅ L¢9Σ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 5 
locations, total attendance 37 

 July 9Υ άSafety Benefits of Complete Streetsέ ōȅ L¢9Σ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ р ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
attendance 59 

 December 10Υ άIntersection Design Challengesέ ōȅ L¢9Σ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 5 locations, total 
attendance Not Available 
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The TSITE Legislative Committee is responsible for reviewing the Tennessee State 
House and Senate Transportation Committee and Subcommittee calendars and 
providing reports to our membership at our TSITE meetings. These reports can 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ōƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
to transportation-related issues that affect TSITE. 
 
The TSITE Legislative Committee brought a few pieces of proposed legislation to the 
attention of the TSITE Board and membership and most were determined to not 
require formal input. One of the more contentious transportation-related issues in 
the recent past that TSITE specifically tracked was that of multiple bills filed seeking 
to limit or ban altogether the usage of unmanned traffic enforcement cameras (red-
light running and speed enforcement) throughout Tennessee.  
 
As the legislative session went on it became evident that of the multiple pieces of 
legislation addressing traffic enforcement cameras that the one getting the most 
ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ŜƴŀǘŜ .ƛƭƭ ммну ά¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ /ŀƳŜǊŀǎ 
!ŎǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢{L¢9 .ƻŀǊŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ input on this bill however 
it was determined that it was not our place to weigh in on a political-only matter of 
whether to allow traffic enforcement cameras. Our position changed however when 
we became aware of an amendment made to the bill that inserted language to the 
effect of requiring a minimum Yellow interval time of six (6) seconds at an 
intersection with a red-light running camera. TSITE felt strongly that this amendment 
crossed the line from the political arena to the engineering arena and that matters 
such as signal timing should not be legislated, but rather required to be based on 
engineering analysis. 
 
A comment letter addressed to the TN Senate Transportation & Safety Committee 
Chair Jim Tracy was drafted by TSITE President Mike Conger for possible submission 
to the record. The TSITE Board was subsequently notified that the amendment would 
not pass the Committee level and it was not necessary to provide formal comment. A 
copy of the draft letter is provided in Attachment 1 in case this matter arises in a 
future session. 
 

SECTION 4: LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ ¢{L¢9Ωǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ in order to 
provide them with professional development and networking opportunities.  
Currently, TSITE has five Student Chapters, at the following universities: 
 
ǒ Tennessee State University (Advisor: Dr. Deo Chimba) 
ǒ Tennessee Technological University (Advisor: Dr. Daniel Badoe) 
ǒ University of Memphis (Advisor: Dr. Stephanie Ivey) 
ǒ University of Tennessee-Knoxville (Advisor: Dr. Stephen Richards) 
ǒ Vanderbilt University (Advisor: Dr. Robert Stammer) 

 
Each of the student chapters has a dedicated TSITE liaison that coordinates and 
communicates directly with the faculty advisor and student members, sharing 
information about upcoming TSITE events and informing them of the student paper 
competition and scholarships.  Student members are encouraged to attend TSITE 
meetings at no cost to the student.  TSITE members also occasionally act as guest 
speakers at the student chapter meetings. 
 
In addition to TSITE subsidizing meeting attendance cost and travel costs to attend 
Traffic Bowl competitions for students, there are monetary awards provided through 
annual scholarship awards and a student paper competition. 
 

5.A. TSITE SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
TSITE awarded five scholarships of $2,000 each in 2015.  Of the applications received, 
only one university (University of Tennessee) was represented, and there were a mix 
of undergraduate and graduate students.  Each of the scholarship winners was invited 
to attend the TSITE Summer Meeting, where their registration and hotel cost was 
paid for by TSITE; however, only one student was able to attend mostly due to 
internship conflicts out of state. The scholarships were instead presented at a UT-ITE 
Student Chapter Meeting held in August shortly after the beginning of the Fall 2015 
semester. 
 
 

SECTION 5: STUDENT MEMBERS 
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Below is a photo of the student chapter meeting scholarship presentation and list of 
scholarship winners: John Hunter, Scholarship Chair and Mike Conger, 2015 President 
are pictured on left and right sides, with scholarship winners pictured left to right: 
 
¶ Hunter McCracken (not pictured) ς T. Darcy Sullivan 

Scholarship 

¶ Kwaku Boakye ς William L. Moore Scholarship 

¶ Kristina King ς TSITE Undergraduate Scholarship 

¶ Luis Taboada ς John R. Harper Memorial 
Scholarship 

¶ Ziwen Ling ς Bill D. Kervin, Jr. Scholarship 

 

 
5.B. TSITE STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION AND OUTSTANDING STUDENT CHAPTER 

AWARD 

 
TSITE also awarded three student paper awards in 2015 ($500, $250 and $100 for 
first, second and third places respectively).  The student paper winners were also 
invited to attend and present their paper at the TSITE Summer Meeting, and their 
expenses were also paid for.   Two of the winners attended, and presented the topics 
of their paper as a technical presentation. TSITE feels that this provides an invaluable 
opportunity for our student members to gain experience in public speaking and 
potential networking as they begin their career paths in transportation engineering. 
 
¶ 1st Place: Jun Liu (2nd from right) (University of 

Tennessee ς YƴƻȄǾƛƭƭŜύΣ άDŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜŘ 
Driving Cycles to Support Cost-Effective Vehicle 
Choices: A More Accurate Fuel Economy 
Estimation Using Large-{ŎŀƭŜ ¢ǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅ 5ŀǘŀέ 

¶ 2nd Place:  Jianjiang Yang (2nd from left) 
(University of Tennessee ς YƴƻȄǾƛƭƭŜύΣ ά! {ŜƭŦ-
Learning Algorithm for Short-Term Speed 
Prediction Using Traffic Data from Dynamic 
¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭκ{Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎέ 

¶ 3rd Place: Hyeonsup Lim (far right) (University of 
Tennessee ς YƴƻȄǾƛƭƭŜύΣ ά¢ƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ bŀǊǊƻǿ [ŀƴŜ ƻƴ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘŜǊƛŀƭ wƻŀŘǎέ 
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Finally, TSITE also presents a certificate and $100 award to the winner of the Robert 
Stammer Student Chapter Award.  This award is based upon an evaluation of the 
annual report submitted by each student chapter. This year there were three reports 
submitted by the University of Memphis, Vanderbilt University and the University of 
Tennessee. The Student Chapter Award winner for 2015 was the University of 
Tennessee, making it a virtual clean sweep of student awards by UT this year!  
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6.A. TSITE STRATEGIC PLANNING 

 
In addition to the activities described in earlier sections of this report, a formal, first-
ever Strategic Planning effort was launched for TSITE in 2015. This effort had its 
beginnings with a membership survey at the end of 2013, an interactive visioning 
session with keypad polling at the 2014 Summer Meeting and with selection of 
Strategic Planning committee members and first meeting of the group at the 2015 
Summer Meeting. This meeting included background information on TSITE and its 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ά{²h¢έ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǘƻ 
ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ¢{L¢9Ωǎ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ²ŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Threats. The Powerpoint 
slides from the Strategic Planning Committee are provided in Attachment 2. 
 
! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ нс ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ άŎƻǊŜέ ¢{L¢9 ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ όǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ǉŀǎǘ .ƻŀǊŘ 
members) and the current TSITE Board agreed to participate on the Strategic Planning 
Committee. There were five initial focus areas of TSITE operations that were targeted 
and subcommittees planned to address as follows: 
  
¶ Mission/Vision Statement - TSITE needs to update its mission statement to be 

more concise. This group will also take a fresh look at what TSITE's major goals 
should be along with what strategies need to be implemented to meet them and 
what performance measures to track.  

 
¶ Operating Budget - This group will be charged with reviewing the latest annual 

revenue projections and current expenses to see if they are aligned 
with TSITE goals (will need to wait for outcome from Mission/Vision Statement 
committee effort). The outcome will be a specific annual budget that outlines a 
recommended reserve balance and specific expenditures to be used as guidance 
for the TSITE Executive Board in their spending decisions. 

 
¶ Membership - This group will focus on streamlining/clarifying the application 

process and also identify ways to recruit new members. 
 

¶ 50th Anniversary Planning - This group will brainstorm ideas to recognize TSITE's 
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50th anniversary next year and specifically ways to highlight it at the SDITE annual 
meeting in Nashville next April. A major focus will be on developing a special logo 
to commemorate the anniversary. 

 
¶ Professional Development - This subject would include; section meetings, 

webinar/workshop offerings, section leadership training, and developing a 
mentorship and networking program. 

 
As TSITE President for 2015, Mike Conger headed up the Strategic Planning effort and 
was heavily assisted by Cindy Pionke who had personal experience with the recent 
efforts at completing an SDITE Strategic Plan update. Following the initial meeting it 
was ultimately decided to narrow the initial focus from five tasks to the two most 
immediate needs which are the 50th Anniversary Planning Committee (chaired by 
Steve Bryan) and the Mission/Vision Statement Committee (chaired by Cindy Pionke). 
Both committees are now underway and will be continuing through at least the first 
part of 2016. 
 

6.B. OTHER NOTABLE ACTIVITIES 
 
TSITE published two newsletters in 2015, which are sent as embedded emails similar 
ƛƴ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {5L¢9 ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ Attachment 3 of 
this report. TSITE has been using a free email sŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άaŀƛƭŎƘƛƳǇέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
last three years which has been very successful for newsletter distribution as well as 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜƳŀƛƭ άōƭŀǎǘǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ TSITE also has a social media presence 
with a Facebook page that is regularly maintainted. 
 
This year marked the inaugural award of the Willis "Bill" D. Kervin Jr. Scholarship in 
memory of the longtime friend and past president of TSITE. Chris Rhodes provided a 
biography of Bill, from his service to our country in the National Guard to stories of 
working with Bill before introducing Kathy and Holli. TSITE is honored to carry on the 
memory of Bill through this scholarship. A special ceremony to commemorate the 
scholarship naming was held at the TSITE Summer Meeting Awards Banquet and a 
certificate ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ .ƛƭƭΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Kathy and Holli Kervin.  
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ATTACHMENT 1: DRAFT CAMERA LEGISLATION COMMENT LETTTER 
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ATTACHMENT 2: STRATEGIC PLANNING WORKSHOP SLIDES 
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